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Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



December 31, 2007 



RESPONSE 



Sir: 



In the Office Action of October 3, 2007, Claims 1-20 ' were 
rejected under the judicially created doctrine of Obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-14 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,395,660, over claims 1-7 of U.S. Patent No. 6,333,287 
and over claims 1-14 of U.S. Patent No. 6,841,494. 

In response to the obviousness-type double patenting 
rejection, a terminal disclaimer for U.S. Patents No. 6,395,666, 
No. 6,333,287 and No. 6,841,494 has been filed. A terminal 
disclaimer fee of $130.00 is attached. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-20 were rejected by U.S. 
Patents No. 6,333,287 and No. 6,841,494 because the overlapping 
ranges have been held to established prima facie obviousness. 

In response to the above rejections, it is submitted that the 
conflicting inventions were commonly owned at the time the 
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invention in this application was made. Patent assignment 

abstracts of the two patents are attached herewith. 

It is believed that the application is now in condition for 
allowance . 

Reconsideration and allowance are earnestly solicited. 
If any other fee is required, please charge to Deposit Account 
No. 11-0219. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

By ^^^^y^/^^^^ 
Manabu Kanesaka 
Reg. No. 31,467 
Agent for Applicants 



1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 519-9785 
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